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RATIONALE 

The purpose of this proposed revision is to clearly define the term “normal accumulation of bilge water” and to clarify the 
compartments of the personal watercraft requiring ventilation.  Minor editorial changes are also made. 

1. SCOPE 

This SAE Standard applies to personal watercraft as defined in 3.3. 

1.1 Purpose 

This document specifies construction and performance guidelines for ventilation of personal watercraft.  It is intended as a 
guide towards standard practice and is subject to change to keep pace with experience and technical advances. 

2. REFERENCES 

2.1 Applicable Documents 

There are no referenced publications specified herein. 

3. DEFINITIONS 

3.1 OPEN TO THE ATMOSPHERE 

Refers to a space or compartment that has at least 96.8 cm
2
 (15 in

2
) of open area directly exposed to the atmosphere for 

each cubic foot 0.0283 cu. m. (1 cubic ft.) of net compartment volume. 

3.2 VENTILATION 

The changing of air within a compartment by natural means.  Ventilation may be affected by dilution of contaminated air, 
by introduction of fresh air, or by local exhaust of contaminated air. 
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