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Foreword 
IS0  (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national standards institutes (IS0 member bodies). The work of developing Inter- 
national Standards is carried out through IS0 technical committees. Every member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been set up has the 
right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the IS0 Council. 

International Standard IS0 4226 was developed by Technical Committee ISO/TC 146, 
Air quality, and was circulated to the member bodies in August 1977. 

It has been approved by the member bodies of the following countries : 

Australia 
Austria 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Czechoslovakia 
Egypt, Arab Rep. of 
Finland 
France 

Germany, F. R. 
Greece 
Hungary 
India 
Iran 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 

Mexico 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Spain 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 

The member bodies of the following countries expressed disapproval of the document 
on technical grounds : 

Belgium 
Sweden 
USA 

O International Organization for Standardization, 1980 O 

Printed in Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD IS0 4226-1980 (E) 

Air quality - General aspects - Units of measurement 0 

O Introduction 

The series of International Standards on air quality includes the standardization of methods for the measurement of gases, vapours 
and particles. In order to enable results to be compared either within or between countries, it is essential to use agreed units of 
measurement to report the results and other relevant information so that sound conclusions may be drawn. It is also desirable to keep 
the number of units of measurement to a minimum. 

Special consideration was given to proposals to include the unit "parts per million" (ppmi in view of its importance in previous records 
and its independence of changes in temperature and pressure. However, in view of the increasing preference shown for the unit 
"milligram per cubic metre" by other organizations, including the WHO, it was agreed not to add the unit "ppm". 

1 Scope and field of application 
rl) 

This International Standard lays down the units and symbols to be used when reporting results of measurements of air quality. For 
general guidance on the International System of Units, reference should be made to IS0 1OOO. 
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