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FOREWORD

The American National Standards Committee B1 for standardization of screw threads was

organized in 1920 as sectional Committee B1 under the sponsorship of the American Engineering

Standards-CommitteetatertheAmericanStandardsAssoctation—thenthe Hnited-States—of
America Standards Institute and as of October 6, 1969, the American National Standards Institute,
Inc.), with the Society of Automotive Engineers and The American Society of Mechanical Engineers
as joint sponsors. As a result, a great deal of effort was expended through the years toward
development of several screw thread standards.

Recognizing the need to standardize the method of rounding decimal values in the calculation
of screw thread dimemsions, the ASME Standards Committee B1 charged Subcommittee 30 with
the responsibility for producing such a standard.

This Standard designated ASME B1.30 was developed only to serve as the basis for rounding
of decimal values associated with the computation of screw thread dimensions.

The examples and formulas depicted within this Standard are for refefence only and are
presented only to clarify the rounding procedures described. When calculating the different thread
characteristics for a particular thread form, refer to the appropriat€, ASME Bl standard for the
formulas and methodology of calculation for that thread.

This Standard was originally approved as an American Natignal Standard on June 29, 1992.
This issue updates the 1992 issue and includes:

(a) the addition of a note to para. 1.2 for the clarification of the use of this Standard for metric
applications;

(b) the addition of an exception in para. 3.1.3 to the ntimber of decimal places for the allowance
2A when used in intermediate calculations as Tds:

(c) the addition of the maximum external UN-minor diameter, maximum and minimum internal
pitch diameters and the minimum internabsnajor diameter to the example in para. 3.2.1;

(d) removal of Appendix A containingi-various common values for 60 deg thread elements.
This was done because the values are)either listed or can be calculated by formulas in other
existing Bl standards;

(e) the addition of an example.for a standard metric size that is listed in ASME B1.13M and
ISO 261;

(f) the addition of an example for a special inch size showing how to round numbers with an
infinite number of digits after the decimal point;

(¢) added a new Appendix A with a table listing the number of decimal places for each of
the thread characteristics used in the examples in B1.30.

Suggestions forimprovement of this Standard will be welcome. They should be sent to Secretary,
ASME B1 Standards Committee, Three Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016-5990 U.S.A.

This revision was approved as an American National Standard on July 12, 2002.
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ASME B1.30-2002

SCREW THREADS: STANDARD PRACTICE FOR CALCULATING
AND ROUNDING DIMENSIONS

ENERAL

1.1 |Purpose

The purpose of this Standard is to establish uniform
and [specific practices for calculating and rounding the
numjeric values used for inch and metric screw thread
design data dimensions only. No attempt is made to
establish a policy of rounding actual thread characteris-
tics measured by the manufacturer or user of thread
gaggs. Covered is the Standard Rounding Policy regard-
ing the last figure or decimal place to be retained by a
numjeric value and the number of decimal places to be
retained by values used in intermediate calculations of
thregad design data dimensions. Values calculated to this
Standard for inch and metric screw thread design data
dim¢nsions may vary slightly from values shown in
exisfing issues of ASME B1 screw thread standards and
are fo take precedence in all new or future revisions.of
ASME B1 standards as applicable except as noted-in
paral 1.2.

1.2 [Metric Application

Allowances (fundamental deviations) and tolerances
for metric M and M] screw threads\are based upon
forv\i?llas, which appear in appljeable standards. Values
of allowances for standard tolerance positions and val-
ues ¢f tolerances for standard-tolerance grades are tabu-
latedl in these standards for a selection of pitches.
Roupding rules specified"below have not been applied
to these values butthave followed practices of the Inter-
natipnal Organization for Standardization (ISO). For
pitchies, whigh are not included in the tables, standard
fornfulas andvthe rounding rules specified herein are
appllicable;

2 ROUNDING OF DECIMAL VALUES

The following rounding practice répredents the
method to be used in all new or{Muture revisions of
ASME B1 thread standards.

NOTE: Itis recognized that this Staridard is not in agreement with
other published documents, e.g./ASME SI-9, Guide for Metrication
of Codes and Standards SI{Metric) Units, and IEEE/A$TM SI 10,
Standard for Metric Pradtice’ The rounding practices used in the
forenamed documents are designed to produce even dfstribution
of numerical values.-The purpose of this document is to|define the
most practical ahd eommon used method of rounding [numerical
thread form values. Considering today’s technology, application
of this method\s far more practical in the rounding of tHread form
values.

2.1, Rounding Policy

2.1.1 When the figure next beyond the last figure
or place retained is less than 5, the figure in| the last
place retained is kept unchanged.

EXAMPLE:
1.012342 1.01234
1.012342 1.0123
1.012342 1.012

2.1.2 When the figure next beyond the labt figure
or place retained is greater than 5, the figure in the last
place retained is increased by 1.

EXAMPLE:
1.56789 1.5679
1.56789 1.568
1.56789 1.57

2.1.3 When the figure next beyond the lapt figure
or place retained is 5, and:
(a) there are no figures, or only zeros, beyor|d this 5,

NOTETTSO Tounding practices, for screw thread tolerances and
allowances, use rounding to the nearest values in the R40 series
of numbers in accordance with ISO 3. In some cases, the rounded
values have been adjusted to produce a smooth progression. Since
the ISO rounded values have been standardized internationally,
for metric screw threads, it would lead to confusion if tolerances
and allowances were recalculated using B1.30 rules, for use in the
USA. B1.30 rounding rules are, therefore, only applicable to special
threads where tabulated values do not exist in ISO standards.
Values calculated using the ISO R40 series values may differ from
those calculated using B1.30. In such a case the special thread
values generated using B1.30 take precedence.

the last figure should be increased by 1;

EXAMPLE:
1.01235 1.0124
1.0123500 1.0124
1.012345 1.01235
1.01234500 1.01235

(b) if the 5 next beyond the figure in the last place to
be retained are followed by any figures other than zero,
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ASME B1.30-2002

SCREW THREADS: STANDARD PRACTICE FOR
CALCULATING AND ROUNDING DIMENSIONS

Table 1
Number of Decimal Places Used in Calculations
Units Pitch Constants Intermediate Final
Inch 8 8 6 4 (except as outlined in para. 3.1.3)
Metric as designated 7 5 3

the figure in the last place retained should be increased

external thread pitch diameter tolerance, Td,, which is

by 1.

expressed to six decimal places.
(a) Minor Diameter Exceptions for Internal Threads

EXAMPLH: .. . .
(1) Minimum Minor Diameter. All classes are cdlcu-
1.0123501 1.0124 lated and then rounded off to the nearest)0.001 in.|and
igg;ﬁggl }83‘;5 expressed in three decimal places for-sizes 0.138 in.|and
101234509 101235 larger. For Class 3B, a zero is added tq yield four decjmal
places.
2.1.4 | The final rounded value is obtained from the (2) Maximum Minor Diagdepr. All classes are cgleu-

most prgcise value available and not from a series of
successife rounding. For example, 0.5499 should be
rounded|to 0.550, 0.55 and 0.5 (not 0.6), since the most
precise vplue available is less than 0.55. Similarly, 0.5501
should be rounded as 0.550, 0.55 and 0.6, since the most
precise Value available is more than 0.55. In the case of
0.5500 rqunding should be 0.550, 0.55 and 0.6, since the
most precise value available is 0.5500.

3 CALCQULATIONS FROM FORMULAS
3.1 Gengpral Rules

3.1.1 |Values for pitch and constants derived from a
function|of pitch are used out to eight decimal\places
for inch feries. The eight place values are obtained by
rounding their truncated ten place values. Seven decimal
place values for metric series constants\are derived by
rounding their truncated nine place"valtes. See para. 4
for thread form constants. Values-used in intermediate
calculatipns are rounded to twg places beyond the num-
ber of d¢cimal places retairied for the final value, see

Table 1.
EXAMPLH:

lated before rounding, thentounded for Classes 1Bland
2B to the nearest 0.001 in.for sizes 0.138 in. and lafger.
Class 3B values are rounded to four decimal place.

3.1.4 Metric screw threads are dimensioned in milli-
meters. The final values of pitch diameter, major digme-
ter, minor.diameter, allowance and thread element
tolerances ‘are expressed to three decimal places.

3,1.5) Values containing multiple trailing zeroq out
to_the required number of decimal places can be
eXpressed by displaying only two of them beyond the
fast significant digit.

EXAMPLE: 20 threads per inch has a pitch equal to 0.0500000
and can be expressed as 0.0500.

3.2 Examples

The formulas in the examples for inch screw thrpads
in Tables 2, 3, 4 and 5 are based on those listed in AAME
B1.1, Unified Inch Screw Threads. Tables 2 and J are
based on a size that when converted from a fractign to
a decimal will result in a number that has only four
decimal places. Tables 4 and 5 are based on a size|that
when converted will result in a number with infinite
numbers of digits after the decimal point.

The formulas in the examples for metric screw threads
in Tables 6, 7, 8 and 9 are based on those listed in AAME

= 28 th inch
Z Z 1% reads per inc B1.13M, Metric Screw Threads. Tables 6 and 7 show the
P=1/28 use of the tabulated values for allowances and tolerances
1; = 2222233257 (in accordance with ISO 965-1) for the calculation of]size

3.1.2 Rounding to the final value is the last step in
a calculation.

3.1.3 Forinch screw thread dimensions, four decimal
places are required for the final values of pitch diameter,
major diameter, and minor diameter with the exception
of Class 1B and 2B internal thread minor diameters for
thread sizes 0.138 and larger, see below. The final values
for the allowances and tolerances applied to thread ele-
ments are expressed to four decimal places except for

Himits for standard diameter/ pitch combinations tisted
in both ISO 261 and ASME B1.13M. The constant values
differ from those used for inch screw threads, in accor-
dance with the policy of rounding of this Standard,
because metric limits of size are expressed to only three
decimal places rather than four.

4 THREAD FORM CONSTANTS

For thread form data tables, see Table 10. The number
of decimal places and the manner in which they are
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SCREW THREADS: STANDARD PRACTICE FOR
CALCULATING AND ROUNDING DIMENSIONS

listed should be consistent. Thread form constants
printed in older thread standards are based on a function
of thread height (H) or pitch (P). The equivalent of the
corresponding function is also listed. There are some
constants that would require these values to 8 or 7 deci-
mal places before they would round to equivalent val-
ues. For standardization the tabulated listing of thread

ASME B1.30-2002

values based on a function of pitch has been established,
with thread height used as a reference only. All thread
calculations are to be performed using a function of
pitch (P), rounded to 8 decimal places for inch series
and as designated for metric series, not a function of
thread height (H). Thread height is to be used for refer-
ence only.
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